Practice Suggestions for Double-Stops

When playing double-stops, the fingers used in the first double-stop remain on the string as anchors until the fingers for
the next double-stop have been placed. This kind of “walking” finger action produces smooth, efficient motion in the
left hand. It also aids the hand in estimating the correct combinations and distances of half-steps and whole-steps to
ensure acurate intonation. When the same fingers move to a new double-stop by means of a shift, they are not lifted
but rather glide on the strings from one position to the next.

The following introductory exercises for octaves and thirds are based on the concept of placing the fingers individually.
On the ascending scale, the fingers are placed in ascending numerical order, ie. 0, 1, 2, 8. .or 12,3, 4 Aughe
descending scale, the fingers are placed in descending numerical order, i.e. 4, 3, 2, 1, or 3, 2, 1, 0. Fingers should
remain anchored whenever possible.

Octaves \ = half step
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After this introduction, the student may wish to proceed to p. 11, no. 78.
- 4-%3 41 8
74. I w0
3 = = 5 N eee B % R B9
Ny ‘J_,_ 1 | | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 L | ‘l__dl | l“l_il
L VETEE L BT AR LA Rt A
: et
ﬁ | L S ,/\ . F/\P '/‘ P 1/\f P/\fl_ , o P
"Qﬂ; - | 1 1 1 1 | | 1
R g = | e
3 : P T D LT BTN CPtia i
(")/;.E\}'.'/}}.— fFFfthg ##FFﬁﬁ £ =L
! 1'—_—" ll l. ]I ! ! ! ll .l f T —1 t v i 2 B
) | e R | R T O [ P B ; - . =




™

—_— o A o — iy g AL 3 g s
££ EE Lreffepr Pepffee £\ sppr,,
'\"_‘V‘ = } { | {_} { 1 | } | R B € i 1 & 1 1 | = - | | 1
Y] ' — | W S S | — — == W W
35 4 3
b1 0 - 3 -
Padeeae . iadn, o oo = ]:D_.,_‘
1 | | 1 t 1 1 1 1 | i 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 A\ ] - § | | 1
v v v
o B i , | t I | L gt v
34 3 4
0:==1 0 1 3
] | I | h | | =l e e e B . YO P e R,
1 1 1 ! =3 1 1 1 P 1 |
! | | 1 1
0 ¥ e T R R & A E i o 25
Thirds - practice each shift separately \ =halfstep V'V = whole step
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After this introduction, the student may wish to proceed to p. 11, no. 77 in 3rd:
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Fingered Octaves
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Use these practice ideas with all double-stops.
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